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Triennial global survey

SAls that responded to the survey
Survey sent on March

2024 to 192 SAls

Answers from 82 SAls,
including ECA

15% increase in response
rate

Covers period 2021-2023
and plans for 2024-2026

@ AFROSAI ® ARABOSAI @® ASOSAI @® CAROSAI and COMTEMA @ EUROSAI @ PASAI @ Canada & USA

+ European Court of Auditors covering 27 Member States



Large variation in regional response rate

The share of responses from INTOSAI regions
compared to the number of SAls in these regions

CAROSAI and Canada and
AFROSAI ASOSAI ARABOSAI COMTEMA EUROSAI PASAI USA
Survey 2024 9 14 6 9 34 8 2
SAls in region (full members) 25 48 22 45 50 16 2
Regional response rate 36% 29% 27% 20% 50% _




The length of environmental audit activity in SAls

over 10 years
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Environmental auditing mainly about performance auditing

Types of environmental audits in 10th and 11th surveys
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Competences of environmental auditors

performance auditing experience
public administration and management
compliance auditing experience |E 4 23 2
financial auditing experience
law
economics
finance (accounting, taxation, financial analysis)
statistics, data analysis
natural/environmental sciences or engineering 6 2 16 2
social science
IT, GIS experts 1 7 2

other(s), please specify: [
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The trend regarding the planned change in environmental
auditing in 2024-2026 per INTOSAI region

CAROSAI and Canada and
AFROSAI ASOSAI ARABOSAI COMTEMA EUROSAI PASAI USA
remain the same 13% 33% 33% 33% 50%

decrease 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%



The foreseen number of environmental auditors in 2024-2026
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Climate change and pollution considered as most pressing

environmental problems

Most pressing environmental issue by region

Climate change

Pollution

Water

Environmental governance
Biodiversity

Energy

Waste management
Disaster management
Transport
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More detailed perspective associated to SAls’
concern on climate change and pollution

Climate Pollution
change
® Adaptation ® Air
and mitigation ® Water
@ Adaptation ® Land
@ Mitigation

30

@ AFROSAI ® ASOSAI ® ARABOSAI @ CAROSAI & COMTEMA @EUROSAI ®PASA| @ Canada & USA



Most pressing environmental issue according to SAls

@ climate change
water

@ pollution
governance
biodiversity

® natural resources

@ energy and transport

® waste
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Climate change is a clear priority topic for SAls

The environmental topics SAls plan to audit in 2024-2026
and the comparison to the situation in 2021

1. Climate change adaptation
2. Climate change mitigation
3. Protected areas and natural parks
4. Drinking water: quality and supply

5. Renewable energy

6. Water quantity management/
management of watersheds

7. Agriculture
8. Forestry and timber resources

9. Energy efficiency
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10. Domestic environmental funds and subsidies



How the SDGs affected SAIls’ audit

practices in 2021-2023

. 559
—_— s8%
e 569
I 18%

SDGs have been used to choose audit topics
5DGs have been used as criteria in audits

SDGs have been included in environmental audits
Focus on auditing the implementation of the SDGs

SDGs has been included in non-environmental audits

Focus on capacity of the government to monitor the
implementation of the SDGs

Focus on preparedness to implement the SDGs
Focus on leaving no one behind

SAl has used IDI's ISAM approach
5DGs have been integrated to all audits

Focus on future generations

SAl has developed a specific audit
methodology to audit SDGs

SDGs have not influenced our audit practices
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SDGs that SAls have audited

SDG13 SDG15 SDG3
Climate action Life on land Good health and wellbeing

SDG4 SDG12 Responsiblé
Quality education consumption
SDG6 SDG14

Life below water
Clean water

SDG2
Zero hunger

SDG8
SDG5 SDG11 Decent work and
Gender equality Sustainable cities economic




Comparison between plans and realised audits

in 10th and 11th survey
70%
60% 54%
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SDG 6: Clean SDG 7: SDG 11 SDG12: SDG13:Climate SDG 14:Life SDG 15: Life on
Waterand Affordable and Sustainable Responsible Action Below Water Land

Sanitation Clean Energy Cities and Consumption
Communities and Production

® audited 2018-2020 (10th survey) @planned for 2021-2023 (10th survey)
® audited 2021-2023 (1th survey)  @plan for 2024-2026 (11th survey)



Barriers in environmental auditing in 2021 and 2024

Insufficient monitoring and reporting systems
Insufficient data on the state of the environment
Difficulty in validating reported data

Difficulty in accessing the data

Lack of human resources/environmental auditors
Difficulty in analysing reported data

Lack of skills or expertise within existing staff
Lack of technical resources

Lack of environmental policies and programmes
Overall instability of the government

Lack of environmental laws and standards
Environment not the priority topic, no interest by SAl management
Absence of SAl's mandate

Environment not a government priority
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Possible environmental audit developments in SAls

Focus on Sustainable Development Goals

Training in environmental auditing

Training in environmental issues

Exchange of knowledge with other SAls

Attention to the impact of audits

Collaboration with other auditors in SAI

Cooperative audit with other SAls

Collaboration with external experts/seeking expert advice
Attention to the quality and realibility of environmental data
Mainstreaming environmental perspective in other audit fields
Attention to the environmental audit methodology
Increasing use of Al (artificial intelligence)

Peer review by other SAls
Creation of a department/unit focusing on
environmental audit within our SAI

Our SAl does not anticipate any special developments
regarding environmental auditing in the next three years
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The rise of environmental
and climate audits continue
— 11th INTOSAI WGEA survey

on environmental auditing



https://wgea.org/media/3zzhfvui/wgea-11thintosaireport2024.pdf
https://wgea.org/media/3zzhfvui/wgea-11thintosaireport2024.pdf
https://wgea.org/media/3zzhfvui/wgea-11thintosaireport2024.pdf
https://wgea.org/media/3zzhfvui/wgea-11thintosaireport2024.pdf
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